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The European commitment for 
the right of health and care

Member States have committed to achieving the Sustainable 
Development Goals to ensure “[…] healthy lives and promote 
wellbeing for all at all ages” and endorsed the European Pillar of 
Social Rights which affirms the “[…] right to timely access to 
affordable, preventive and curative health care of good quality”. 

Alas, there is a long route ahead until this right becomes 

intrinsic to health systems across the European Union –

disparities undermine universal coverage and equity.



Patients deserve a Beating 
Cancer Plan which…



…promotes excellence 
and provides guidance

• Establishing models of excellence in fighting 
cancer to rest assured that patients with 
cancer across the EU will be treated as equals.

• Developing collectively guidance, incentives, 
and instruments to adapt the Plan to best suit 
their needs and specifications.

• Endorsing a common framework of shared 
values to ensure continuous political and social 
commitment.



…is a steppingstone to 
eradicating inequalities

Provide

quality prevention, 
screening 
programmes and 
holistic long-term 
care.

Improve

cancer research 
and delivery of 
care through 
building digital 
infrastructure and 
e-health services 
everywhere.

Facilitate

the use of high-
performance 
computing in drug 
development to 
apply artificial 
intelligence and big 
data.

Promote

Promote policies 
for patient 
empowerment and 
health literacy to 
encourage 
healthier 
behaviors, self-
management and 
better treatment 
adherence. 

Envision

Envision patient 
engagement 
strategies to build 
structures and 
methodologies for 
meaningful patient 
involvement.



…facilitates timely access 
to quality health and care

- Transparency of pricing and decision-making policies.

- Solidarity in terms of differentiation between Member States. 

- Effectiveness in tackling parallel trade and the related shortages.

- Patient involvement in the decision-making processes in the life cycle of medicines.

- Fairness to reflect patient-centered value, affordability, budgetary impact, direct costs and public funding for R&D.; 

We need a new revised pricing 

and reimbursement models based on:



The Beating Cancer Plan should be a roadmap to serve as an exemplar to 
all other disease areas to ensure that no one is left behind by 2030.

…sends a 

message and 

calling for further 

actions



We call upon “continued and enhanced European cross-

border, multistakeholder cooperation, and to live up to 

Europeans’ expectations and every individual’s 

right to health.”
- THE HEALTH PACT*

*The HEALTH PACT is a consensus document on the future of health between key stakeholders in health and care. 
Adopted on 12th July 2019 - Conference: “The future of health – Advancing the UN 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda in Europe”.
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Thank you!

Stanimir Hasardzhiev, MD


